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To SA's Rural Communities s

he Japan International Cooperation Agency

(JICA) has been at the forefront of skills transfer

and educational development in South Africa’s
rural communities through its Japan Overseas
Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV) programme since it
was launched in South Africa in 2002,

JICA'S goal is to help reduce poverty and boost
economic growth through promoting human resource
and infrastructure development, and by supporting
the development and socio-economic participation of
those in disadvantaged rural communities.

It does this through education increasing literacy,
providing computer training to young entrepreneurs,
resourcing NGO’s and empowering small-scale farmers
through the JOCV programme.

JICA hosted a two day media tour in Limpopo on
18 & 19 October 2016 in partnership with Limpopo
Department of Agricultural and Rural Development
(LDARD). The media briefing was also attended by
LDARD MEC, Hon. Mme Mapula Mokaba-Phukwana
and her team. The second media tour was held in
Mpumalanga Province on 25 & 26 October 2016. Both

§ Jica Mpumalanga Tour, Mr Takuya
Miyaguchi Japanese Volunteer and
| Mr Joseph Sibiya Science Teacher

with Mandli Mnguni School learners.

media tours were to celebrate the 51st anniversary of
JOCV programmes.

JOCV volunteer and educator Takuya Miyaguchi is
making adifferenceinthelives ofthose learning physics
and chemistry at the Mondi Science, career guidance
and FET Skills Centre in Piet Retief, Mpumalanga. The
centre is providing extra classes for Grade 12 science
learners and also runs outreach programmes to nearby
schools.

Since JOCV launched in 1965, more than 46 000
Japanese have worked in 96 countries in Africa, Middle
East, Asia, Oceania and South America. ¢
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